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We Draw your attention to a number of issues regarding the use of casual rental properties currently 

advertised on overseas sites like Booking.com, Airb&b etc operating in residential zones. Our own 

circumstances have a neighboring property advertised on these sites. 

The property is located in an established residential area only attended by the property owners for an 

hour or two a week to change linen and clean. The property is rented by weekend tenants mostly as a 

party house. This has become an unacceptable imposition on the other permanent residents living in the 

adjoining and nearby properties. There are problems regarding drunken behavior, trespassing and the 

theft or damage to plants in private gardens as well as noise from the large volume of people and their 

cars and smoke pollution from wood burning stoves and barbecues. The people renting the property are 

strangers who are only here for the weekend and can exploit their anonymity with behavior that they 

know would normally be unacceptable. They feel that there are no consequences for their bad behavior. 

 We are not here on holidays unlike the people renting the neighboring property this is our home where 

we live permanently and we have had enough of groups of strangers having noisy parties until 3 am and 

later right outside our windows, the drunken behavior, the excessive swearing, the aggressive drunken 

arguments all of which often take place in the presence of small children. 

 There is a lack of parking on the property, so the nature strip and footpath are usually used as there 

are often four or more vehicles with 10 or more people (even though it is advertised as sleeping a 

maximum of eight people) on one occasion there were eleven car-loads of people who came and had a 

long, loud party using it as a function centre and not as a residence. 

 In the past the neighboring residence was a private holiday/weekender used primarily by the owners-a 

family with three children who did occasionally rent the house to long term lease holders when they 

were travelling overseas, so it is not set up to accommodate ten or more people- we have to put up the 

bad behavior of renters when they have no hot water, not enough beds, an inadequate kitchen and 

bathroom, lack of indoor space especially in wet weather, and no heating other than a wood fired stove 

which causes serious pollution problems from the smoke emissions for surrounding properties  and 

which the present owner refuses to address even though he has been notified by the Council 

environmental officer that this is a problem. Due to health issues this smoke all but drives us from our 

home. 

 This party house/do-it-your-self motel should be only allowed to operate in a commercial zone as it is a 

business and is not a suitable facility for a residential zone. The way the property is presently being used 

denies the expected residential amenity to those who live permanently in the area -we have to cope 

with a hoard of strangers descending on us every weekend and every holiday so that we have no 

neighbors as such and are denied the ability to be part of a local community-this is inflicted on us by 

people who do not live permanently in this area for a profit at our expense. 

Sincerely Guy and Lynette Hawkins   



 

 


